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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

[The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this Department.] 



October 9, 1903. 
To the Editor American Joubnal of Nubsing. 

My attention has been called to an " Editorial Comment" in the September 
number of The Amebican Joubnal of Nubsing, in which, referring to the 
Spanish-American War Nurses and certain other societies, the statement is made 
that " the announcements and reports of these organizations are first made 
through the pages of The Amebican Joubnal of Nubsing, and that in no other 
way can members be sure that such reports are authentic." So far as this relates 
to the Spanish-American War Nurses, the impression conveyed is entirely erro- 
neous, as all reports and announcements are prepared in duplicate, and these 
identical papers are sent simultaneously to the Joubnal and to the Trained 
Nurse. By the by-laws of the society the Joubnal is called the " official organ," 
but not the exclusive organ, and by order of the society the Trained Nurse is 
treated with equal consideration in every way. 

In justice to the facts, I am sending this correction to both the magazines 
concerned, with request that it be published in their November numbers. Yours 
truly, Anita Newcomb McGee, President S.-A. W. N. 

[We never have heard before of a society having two official organs. We 
had not realized that when the order of Spanish-American War Nurses volun- 
tarily voted to make The American Joubnal of Nursing its official organ its 
intention was to withhold from the Joubnal the right to claim to be its official 
mouth-piece. If this is the intention of the War Nurses, it will become necessary 
for the Joubnal to drop the society from the list of organizations which it is 
supposed to represent. 

The Joubnal cannot consent to be regarded as a half organ to any society. 
It does not object to publication through other channels, — although such is con- 
trary to strict journalistic etiquette, — but it does insist that all official announce- 
ments and reports of proceedings must appear first in its pages, and that it has 
the right to its claim to be the only " authentic" channel by which nurses may 
keep in touch with the work of the societies for which it stands as the official 
organ. — Ed.] 

[Lettebs to the Editor must be accompanied by the name in full and address 
of the writer, otherwise such communications cannot be recognized. The name 
need not appear in the Joubnal unless so desired. — Ed.] 
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